


WELCOME

YEAH! The 2nd issue and what can | say the first one has already been downloaded —400 times. Thanks for
that. That's more than | could have dreamed of. | would have expected far less. Cool. so let's continue with
some keyboards and even the first article. It comes from Mark and is all about budget boards.

There was also a lot of input for the first issue. Some of you found the 62 MB too much - and yes that's
absolutely right. After a little compression, the issues are now available with about 1.6 MB and that is already
much more space-saving. Most of you like the DAMN FINE KEYBOARDS very much and that makes me very
happy and | hope you like the second Issue the same way.

| also have to say "THANK YOU" (yes all uppercase) to Tamds (KBD) and Kristina Panos (Hackaday.com) for
the support and mention. Kristina for the 3rd Issue | will ask the Keebnerds and -nerdettes for the Deskmats
too :)

As a little easteregg there is now a keyboard on the cover where you can guess what kind of keyboard it is.
The solution will be in the next issue.

So keep sending your keyboard pictures and other stuff.
Last but not least thank you for reading the DAMN FINE KEYBOARDS.

www.damnfinekeyboards.com

Have funl!
Philipp



















































In my opinion, for the price and potential, this is one of the best boards from this list to
get started with, especially if you are intending to go with Akko switches, as they make
for an excellent combination and gives you a perfect platform from which to build
upon to reach the board that satisfies that 'itch’; and at $8.99 when on sale, one really
cannot go wrong.

In closing, I'd just love to share how much | am enjoying this hobby. | have been
working in IT for the majority of my life, and as such, the keyboard is one of my
primary tools. | bought my first mechanical board from a Kickstarter, the Disco TKL, a
board developed in collaboration with Ducky and MechanicalKeyboards.com, with
KBTalking Blue switches, and used it as my daily driver, without modifications, up until
the beginning of the pandemic, when | reclly started to climb down into the rabbit
hole. Since then I've only continued to dig further and further into this wonderful hobby,
primarily focussing on modifying "budget' level boards aiming ot bringing out the
'keyboard hidden within". I've also started to dabble in frankeswitches; switches that are
made from mixing of components from two or more switches.

| also started r/BudgetKeebs on Reddit last year to focus on more budget minded
boards, as r/mk is more focussed on higher end kits. The subreddit is growing at a
tremendous pace as more and more people find o sub showcasing many wonderful
builds that did not require a small loan to build! I'm being hyperbolic, but only by just a
bit; some beautiful renders | have seen are nearing $1K in price and won't ship for 1.5
years. While | can appreciate smaller creators coming together and using
crowdfunding to cover the cost of bringing their dream to market, when an established
company does this, they are in essence placing all of the "risk" onto the consumer.
Unless it a commissioned product, I'm of the opinion that the business is the party that
should be taking the risk bringing a product to market. An established company has
access to loans and credit lines, and while farming suggestions from the community is
more than welcome, they need to release in-stock products. Groupbuys should be a
thing of the past, in my opinion. | can't think of another industry that requires the
customers to pay up front before a single unit is even produced.

That said, this hobby has brought me much serenity and enjoyment. It actually has
helped to lower my blood pressure as it provides me something that | can do with my
hands, that while obviously requires some thought, ifs in a completely different vein
than my everyday world of coding logic. There is so much to enjoy with this hobby, for
me anyways. | could endlessly try combinations of case materials, switches, keycaps,
modifications, alternative methods of doing X, and ad infinitum. As my wife, who has
also started to get into the hobby by making artisan keycaps and wrist rests, but wanting
to move into keyboard mats next, is fond of saying, 'lf's like Lego for adults'. Granted, |

One thing you may have noticed missing from each keyboard entry is any mention
about software. Some of these keyboards include their own version of the same closed
source Chinese Windows based software that allows only for the most basic of
customizations, some have no software at all and can only be controlled via keyboard
shortcuts or DIP switches, but since | run Linux as my primary OS, unless the board is
QMK/NVIA compatible, | turn to Kmonad should | need to modify how my keyboard
works with my workstation. If you've never heard of Kmonad, you really should just
glance at the features it has, and it works with all major operating systems.

While this list is not comprehensive and does skip over budget "kits" that are out there, |
wanted to "stick" as closely as possible to a list of budget mechanical boards that would
be more better suited to folks just getting started, though it's by no ways limited to that
audience. My primary intent is to provide enough information for readers to make an
informed decision, whether just starting out or looking for a new board; an article that
would have come in handy when | first started truly burrowing further down into the
hobby. | hope that this arficle will assist others in further narrowing down their
decisions. And if anyone is left with further questions, feel free to hop on over to our
subreddit and ask a question, I'm sure myself or one of growing group of members
would be more than happy to help.

Keep Calm and Keyboard On.

Footnotes

[1] Every Keychron board Ive owned has had issues with Linux, and the only "support’ they offer is a Facebook group. On a side nofe, even fhoug
king on PCs with encryph

pariitions. No one was able fo help, but after some digging | found that because Keychron basically reporis as a Mac keyboard, there are so

purchased my boards from Keychron direcily, | joined the group to find help with an issue of my keyboard not

modules that the kernel needs to load prior to asking to unlock the encrypted partition, so | wrofe up a fix, posted it on Github, and shared it on t
group. Shorly after fhe “admin’ banned me from the group, while also calling me some colorful words. Keychron support then offered me no solufio

2] None of my links are sponsored or affliate links. | only provide links as examples, it is not an endorsement of any refailer or shop on sc

platform. But just @ word of warning, AliExpress not only takes a long fime to arrive, they at times send wrong, broken, or missing items, and t
process of frying fo get a refund from them is akin fo dancing with insanity. They literally want a customer fo pay $40+ o ship a defective or DC
tem back fo China that cost $38 without promise of reimbursement. Unless you trust your bank's credit card fraud dispute process, | hig

ecommend against using AliExpress if at all possible

3] This board is sold for under $20 on Amazon and ofher sites, but fo get the best experience out of i, you'd want fo have af least some ba
experience with soldering and desoldering

Amazon for the single color LED version, it us

e

While this is a great 60
x style individual round standard PCB sockets, not like Kailh, Gateron, and other single piece hot swap sockefs,

board that sometimes goes on sale for as low as $9 on

which use more of an arm w

r
from certain brands
eg slightly wider than the other (Kailh, Gateron). Akko sw
well worth faking a look. A good swiich can be had without spending ~$1 per switch, despite what some may say

of style sockets on each end and are the type used on the other boards in this list (Picture of socket differen This means that only switch

emu, Inyr, Af

ork (Akko, sockets, primarily due fo some manufacturers making o

hes work fine with fhese boards and come in a variety of ypes and spring weights that o

[5] I you are wondering why | have not included any Drop boards in this list, it is due fo the fact that while | believe Drop boards are of budget qual
Drop and they do offer dece
vice, they sometimes carry and sell products for far more than they are worth and make decisions that, in my opinion anyways, a

(soldered, no dampening, poor stabilizers, etc.) they are sold at mid-range prices. While | do occasionally shop
customer s

complete headscratchers.
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